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defects. Some practices were requested to 
return samples of a batch for testing and 
this testing confirmed that the product 
was within manufacturing specifications. 
GlaxoSmithKline and the MHRA also 
confirmed that they were not aware of an 
increased number of reactions or reports 
from humans relating to this product.

We would like to encourage practices 
to report all adverse events to the VMD 
using our online reporting form (www.gov.
uk/report-veterinary-medicine-problem). 
As Augmentin is not authorised for use 
in animals, GlaxoSmithKline has no 
obligation to investigate these cases or 
report them to the VMD. We would also 
like to remind vets that any human adverse 
reactions to authorised human medicines 
should be reported to the MHRA (https://
yellowcard.mhra.gov.uk/) rather than the 
VMD.

Gillian Diesel, VMD, Woodham Lane, 
New Haw, Addlestone, Surrey  
KT15 3LS
e-mail: g.diesel@vmd.defra.gsi.gov.uk
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RESEARCH

Acute respiratory 
disease in Irish 
wolfhounds

IRISH wolfhound owners have been 
concerned for many years about acute 
respiratory disease in the breed. Their 

experiences are that it is severe, often 
recurrent and can be fatal (Clercx and others 
2003, Greenwell and others 2014).

As a result of owner concerns, we 
have been investigating this condition in 
conjunction with the breed health group 
for the past two years. This study required 
owners to complete a questionnaire 
providing the clinical details and outcome 
of their affected dogs. The results of 59 
cases were presented at the recent BSAVA 
congress (Bodey 2015). They indicated the 
development of acute respiratory disease 
in wolfhounds is multifactorial. Treatment 
protocols varied for the 59 dogs, including 
many different medications and a variety 
of antibiotics. There was no evidence that 
any particular treatment combination or 
particular antibiotic led to a significant 
improvement in outcome in affected dogs. 
We are currently looking to expand this 
initial study and enrol as many wolfhounds 
with acute respiratory disease as possible. 
We will use these cases to perform a more 
comprehensive review of this condition. We 
would primarily like to determine whether 
this is one condition with a single aetiology 
or multiple aetiologies presenting in a 
similar way.

We would therefore like to hear from 
clinicians who have managed acute 
respiratory disease in Irish wolfhounds. 
In particular, we would like to gather data 
on the clinical features of the disease, 
responses to treatment and outcomes. 
Although this study will be largely 
retrospective, we are very keen to hear of 
new cases and would like to follow their 
clinical progress where possible. We hope 
that by expanding this study we will 
be able to understand and manage this 
condition more thoroughly and improve 
the outcome for wolfhounds with acute 
respiratory disease. We would appreciate 

it if colleagues could contact us using the 
details below to discuss any cases that 
they feel might be suitable for the study, 
which may also involve completing a short 
questionnaire.

Angela Bodey, Abbey House Veterinary 
Hospital, Morley, Leeds LS27 8AG
e-mail: bodeys@btopenworld.com
Mark Dunning, School of Veterinary 
Medicine and Science, University of 
Nottingham, Sutton Bonington Campus, 
Leicestershire LE12 5RD
e-mail: mark.dunning@nottingham.ac.uk
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